
Executive Summary: 
Real-Time Payments  
Drive Real-Time Economies

10.35M

Formal GDP facilitated by real-time payments across 
30 markets in the Cebr Economic Impact Report:

By 2026 real-time payments are set to be at the heart of the 
new global payments landscape, accounting for a quarter of 
all electronic payments globally.

India led the way for real-time payment transaction volumes in 2021.

(where IP share of all electronic payments is at least 10%)

However, this is creating new opportunities for 
fraudsters and digital wallet hacking is on the rise.

Consumers are embracing digital payment methods and, 
globally, more than half now hold and use a mobile wallet.

To capitalize on the growth opportunities of 
real-time payments, banks around the world are 
prioritizing the cloud to modernize, with South 
and Central America and MEASA leading the way.
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real-time payments made globally in 2021. 
That’s year-on-year growth of 64.5%.
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Top-five fastest-growing real-time markets:

Real-time payments help to generate 
additional economic output.

That is equivalent 
to the output of 

jobs

Real-time payments are saving consumers 
and businesses money.

Aggregated net savings for consumers 
and businesses facilitated by real-time 
payments across 30 key markets

Formal GDP facilitated by real-time payments across the 
top five global real-time markets (by transaction volume) 
— India, China, Thailand, Brazil and South Korea:

Equivalent to 0.43 % of combined 
GDP, or the output of 9M workers
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$46.6B Equivalent to 0.23 % of combined 
GDP, or the output of 4.2M workers2021
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Prime Time for Real-Time 2022 tracks real-time payments volumes and growth forecasts across  
53 countries and provides an economic impact study for 30 key global markets. The move 
towards real-time payments is unstoppable, and financial organizations that enable them 
are at the heart of modern economies. It is undeniably Prime Time for Real-Time!

Discover more about innovating with real-time payments at aciworldwide.com.

Governments worldwide, led by those in emerging nations, are a  
vital enabler of the current and unstoppable move towards real-time  
— boosting economic growth and prosperity, offering consumers  
and businesses cheaper, faster and more efficient ways to pay.  
Real-time schemes and services tend to be most robust and adoption 
highest where clear and strong government or central mandates 
exist. These markets also show the highest economic impact.

Financial institutions that take advantage of the opportunities 
enabled by real-time payment rails will be at the forefront of 
payments innovation. Cloud technology will be the key enabler for 
real-time banking modernization and the catalyst for success.

Real-time payments are at 
the heart of the new global 
payments landscape, which 
is evolving rapidly. Real-time 
transactions and growth 
forecasts continue to rise 
globally, with emerging 
countries leading the way and 
outpacing developed nations.

Modern economies 
are real-time

Real-time payments 
unlock economic growth

Consumers expect 
real-time payments

Cloud accelerates 
banking modernization 

By allowing for the transfer of 
money between businesses 
and consumers within seconds 
rather than days, real-time 
payments improve overall 
market efficiencies in the 
economy. Real-time payments 
improve liquidity in the 
financial system and therefore 
act as a catalyst for economic 
growth. This is especially 
important for our fast-paced 
and digital-led gig economies.

Banks are reinventing their 
mission-critical operating 
systems to compete in the new 
real-time, post-digital, cloud-
first and data-centric business 
environment. The financial 
services industry has moved 
beyond the tipping point of 
broad-based disruption and is 
now witnessing the realization 
of those changing paradigms.

Real-time payments are 
offering consumers and 
businesses cheaper, faster 
and more efficient ways to 
pay. Payments are increasingly 
becoming embedded into 
non-financial digital apps 
and services, with today’s 
customers looking for a 
hyper-connected, frictionless 
customer experience.
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